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Miss.  Baptists  nominated  for  SBC  posts 

GREENSBORO,  N.C  (BF)  —  aie  T.  (Dale)  Prttenon,  Nominated  for  second  tenn  tor  of  Antiodt  Church,  Col- 

Nominees  to  serve  in  Soudiem  ineniwrofRistChuidLMchson,  is  Reva  S.  Daouel,  member  of  umbus^wdioae  term  expires  2008. 

Baptist  Convention  (SBQ  posts  v^iose  term  eayires  in  2007;  attd  Morrison  Heists  Church, 

have  been  sdecled  1^  the  2006  Forrest  D.  Sheffidd,  pastor  of  Ointon.  Term  expires  2010.  New  OHemms  Semtbumf 

SK  Committee  on  Nomina-  Harrhburg  Church,  Tiiq>rio,  New  OHemms 

tions.  Nominees  will  serve  if  whose  term  expires  in  2008.  UfeY/my  Cknstimie  Resomnes 

elected  by  the  mcssengicis  to  foe  NmHiuiUe 

arraid  meeting  of  the  Southern  ImtermmHomml  Missiom  Board 

Baptist  Convention  on  June  13-14  Ridumomd  No  ^  new  nominem. 

in  Gieensboea  NXl  The  Mss-  Nommated  for  second  term  is 

isaippi  Baptist  nontiinees  are:  Anthony  K.  (Keith)  Heartsill,  Mark  H.  Anderson,  pastor  of 

menfoer  of  First  Church,  Colonial  Ifeights  Church, 

SBC  ExecmUve  Comumittee  Greruxla,  refriadng  Don  M.  Ridgdand.  Term  expire 

NmskviUe  Boone,  who  resigned  the  pas-  Aw>  serving  b 

_  torate  of  First  Church,  Louisville,  ^Adwel  (hffloe)  Webb,  a 

Daryl  E  Oster;  pastor  of  to  eriter  full-time  evangelism  and  of  Harmony  Church, 

CetderRi^ChnBch,'nu90oCity,  moved  to  Mobile.  Term  expires  SprmgA  whom  term  e^ 
enlacing  dak  Stewart  pastor  2010. 

Harmoiw  Church,  Crystal  Miasissypi  Baptists  current-  Somtkem  Semmu 

Sprir^  uermcjmiresZOlO.  ly  serving  are  Charles  E  Smith.  Lomisviile,  Ky. 

^wsiaeippi  Btytists  current-  Jr.,  vocational  evangelist  of 
serving  are  Qarenoe  Cbopet  Stmgis,  whose  term 
pmtor  or  Ermrumuel  Church,  200^  and  Wsyite  E 
Ckenada,  and  president  of  tire  piBtiMr  of  Longyiev 
Mjaaiseypi  Baptist  Convention,  Church,  Olive  oran 
afoose  term  expires  in  2008;  artd  term  expires  in  2008. 

Ida  South,  mennber  of  First 
ChurcfCMafiiiiKiW'vhose  term  Niorfit  Atmerictm  Mm 
expires  m  2009.  .  AHmmtm 


(Fhil)  Hanbeny,  a  meafoer  of 
Tem^  Churot  Hattiesbur]^ 
whose  term  expires  in  2007. 

Somtiiemstem  Setmimmry 
widee  forest,  N.C. 

in  No  new  nominees. 

U,  Nominated  for  second  terin  is  No  new  nominees.  Currenlfo 
its  derm  A.  Miles,  a  member  of  serving  is  Richard  W.  Headiici^ 
se  Harmony  Chur^  Crystal  member  of  Salem  Heights 
Springs.  Term  eBpires  2011.  Churdi,  Laurri,  whose  term 
AboaervingislohnA.'pBnple,  expires  2006. 
rd  pastor  of  Hnt  OwRfa.  Madison. 


BAPTISTS 


Kmmsmsat9,Mo. 

f  - ?  - - 

MtUlllMSttfll  MIMIMfy 

ft.  Worth  No  new  imminees.  There 

are  currently  no  Mississippi 
No  new  nominees.  Currently  Baptists  serving, 
serving  is  Edward  A.  Knox,  pas- 

GoUem  Gate  Setmmmrm 
Mm¥sUe9,Cm. 

No  new  nominees.  Cuncnifo 
serving  is  David  W.  Grumbaefo 
pastor  of  PetalHarvey  Qawh, 
Petal,  whose  term  expires  2008. 

Ethics  &  ReUgioms 
Uhertm  Comum. 
NmskviUe 


Ministry  Assistants  Assoc,  meets,  elects  cfficers 


Nomiruited  for  second  term 
is  James  E  Qim)  Btowir,  a  mem- 
bm  of  lUnity  Church, 
Southaven.  Term  expim  2010. 

Order  of  Bmsmess  Comumittee 

i 

No  new  members.  Currently 
serving  is  foe  E  Tlunei;  pastor 
of  First  Church,  Horn  Lake, 
whose  term  ecpires  2008. 


In  addition,  SBC  President 
Bobby  Welch  armourtoed  the 
apporntmem  of  Eddie  Kinchen, 
member  of  First  Churdv  Jackson, 
to  foe  Credentials  Committee  for 
the  SBC  armual  meeting  in 
Greensboro  on  June  13-14.  No 
Mississippi  Baptists  were 
appointeo  to  tfte  Tdlers  Com- 
mntee  for  the  annual  meeting. 


li  BaptlatMinistry  ^Bistants  Association,  vfoich  met  A|m  3-4  at  Camp  Garaywa  in  Ointon,  are  (from  left); 
s,  Aim  four  Representative;  Julia  Held,  Amo^,1iBasurer;  Robbie  Linley,  Louisville,  Chaplain;  Kay  McDonnell, 
^piesenlative;  B^  Anne  Briley,  Ravmoiid,  UBplain;  UrKla  Colernan,  \k2oo  Gty,  First  Vice  President;  Sharon 
t;  Dimi  Cunrangram,  Ocean  Sprmgs,  Area  Nine  Representative;  Sandi  Komurioe,  Madbon,  Area  Hve 
Ridgefamd,  Area  Hve  Representative;  Sandy  Cammadc,  McComb,  Area  Seven  Representative;  Not  pictured: 
Area  One  Repnesentative^  fktricia  EforidBe,  Greenwood,  Area  Three  Representative.  (Photo  by  Ibny  Martin) 
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Mixing  fact  and  fiction 


- — ^ — -  Kennedy  was  indeed  a  victim  of  a  mur- 

WUMOM  MMH  tOQMNi  UMI  H  der  conspiracy.  Of  course,  all  the  evi- 

^  qgPM&lW  WgttWir.Mi  m  dence  (not  theory,  but  evidence)  points 
MnSSr  MJk'wS  Ir?  9vr  completely  in  the  other  direction. 

™  •  _  In  much  the  same  way,  writer  Dan  Brown 

/  and  director  Rem  Howaid  mix  just  enough 

historical  fact  with  a  whole  lot  of  fiction  to 
153^  perceptions  about  what  they 

I  have  oelieved  lor  a  lifetime.  Along  the  way 

*— glim  /Ilf  they  utilize  some  very  persuasive  plot  lines. 

IPBBPpi||3|||B  ror  example,  there  was  indeed  a  Mary 
^  I  ^  iJY  ^  Magdalene  among  the  followers  of  Jesus, 

but  absolutely  no  evidence  in  the  Bible 
^  that  Jesus  and  Mary  were  spouses  and 

1/  parents  as  The  Da  Vinci  Code  alleges  —  a 
y  little  fact,  a  lot  of  fiction.  In  the  same  vein, 
xHM  1^—41 169  there  exists  a  Catholic  order  called  Opus 

\  IIU  I  II II  y  Dei,  but  the  organization  does  not  employ 

ICS  ^  Jl  Bal  albino  monks  to  exterminate  people  on 

W  ^  verge  of  discovering  the  "truth about 

Jesus  and  Mary.  Again,  a  small  amount  of 
truth,  a  large  collection  of  lies. 

more  about  what  is  behind  tt>e  entertaining  There  are  successful  movies  in  this 
scenes  we  consume  so  voraciously.  They  genre  that  have  entertained  us  without 
sinmly  suspended  reality,  and  we  do  too.  trying  to  confuse  our  beliefs  through  such 
One  of  me  big  dangers  of  mass  market  a  powerful  mix  of  reality  and  fantasy.  The 
boolu,  television,  and  movies  of  The  Da  Indiana  Jones  trilogy  comes  to  mind. 
Vinci  Code  sort  is  that  tfw  writers  seek  to  Those  movies  dealt  with  such  real-life  sit- 
indoctrinate  us  while  we  are  in  diat  state  of  nations  as  the  Nazis  and  the  search  for 
su^iended  reality,  to  ttw  extent  diat  many  of  the  Holy  Grail,  but  were  not  manipulative 
us  iMve  with  an  altered  sense  of  dw  truths  like  JFK  and  The  Da  Vinci  Code, 
we  have  known  and  accepted  all  our  lives.  The  noted  American  historian  Michael 
The  movie  JFK  was  like  that.  Director  Beschloss  has  said  he  worries  film  makers 

_  _  7.  ...  ...  »  • 


do%vn,  and  moviegoers  happily  handed 
over  more  than  i/7,000/XX)  in  die  U5. 
($244,000,000  worldwide)  during  the 
movie's*  opening  weekend. 

The  movie  hasn't  been  an  unnudgated 
success,  however.  Critics  nave 

I  been  savage  in  describing  The  Da 
Vmd  Code's  technical  quality  (or 
lack  thereof).  "Looking  for  the 
Holy  Grail  of  blockbuster 
movies?"  wrote  Linda  Cook  of  die 
Quad  City  Times  newspaper  in 
Davenport,  iowa.  "Keep  looking. 
You  won't  find  it  in  The  Da  Vind 
Code,  an  overblown,  bland,  ghost 
of  the  best-seller  by  Dan  Brown." 
"The  ereatest  mreat  that  Dan 
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GUEST  OPINIOl 

ber  thinking,  "It's  v 

going  to  be  difficult  turning  1  r 

mis  into  a  film  script."  ^\J0T)% 

The  narrative  contains  much 

expositional  pontificating  and  | 

puzzle-wrestling,  with  car  CllSO 

chases  and  brutal  killings 
thrown  in  simply  to  separate. 

chapters  —  but  too  much  expo-  I  B 

sition  is  rK>t  good  for  movies.  I 

First-year  filmmakers  learn 
that  a  Picture  is  wordi  a  thou- 
saiKl  words.  In  an  effort  to  stay,. 

true  to  the  novel,  however.  The  production  values  are 
screen«vriter  Akiva  Goldsman  standard,  but  nodung  memo- 
(Constantine,  Cinderella  Man),  rable.  The  same  can  be  said  for 
has  given  unsuspecting  movie-  Tom  Hanks'  performance.  Here 
goers  a  glorifiea  audio  book.  he  furrows  his  forehead  during 
Ironically,  with  all  that  ver-  hfa  first  scene  and  never  once 
biage,  muen  of  the  plot  is  con-  relaxes  it  —  and  poor  Audrey 
fusmg  while  the  pulp  theories  Tautou  (Amelie),  a  proven  tal- 
conceming  Jesus,  Mary  ent,  mykeriously  lacks  charm 
Magdalene,  and  the  Priory  of  and  manifests  barely  the  slight- 
Sion  come  across  as  ludicrous  est  diemistry  with  her  co-star. 
—  even  if  you  aren't  a  reli-  As  for  the  suspense 
gious  historian.  drama/murder  thriller  aspects. 

Despite  its  simplistic  liter-  most  successful  films  in  those 
ary  st)^,  which  contains  con-  genres  (The  Big  Sleep,  The 
spiratDrial  themes  intended  to  Third  Man)  are  fun  ror  the 
rock  the  Christian  faith.  The  audience.  Ine  Da  \finci  Code 
Da  Vinci  Code  has  become  isn't.  It's  murky  and  joyless, 
something  of  a  cultural  phe-  containing  a  storytelling  skill 
nom.  In  it,  fictional  secrets  are  reminiscent  of  Jacqueline 
revealed  claiming  Jesus  mar-  Susann's- Valley  of  the  Dolls, 
ried.  Mary  Magdalene,  had  a  .  .  This  is  a  movie  that  will  top 
child  in  that  union,  and  ' a  bo\.office  charts  by  inheritance 
clandestine  society  once  alom.  IrKleed,  I  subject  the  pro- 
headed  by  Leonardo  Da  >finci  duction  got  a  green  light  for 
has  protected  this  informa-  one  reason:  because  its  printed 
tion  for  centuries  against  a  .parent  has  refused  to  wander 
threatened  Catiiolic  hierarchy,  tar  from  besfaelling  lists.  As  a 
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ptia  RKotd  AdvMory  Committee: 

Mack  Amis.  McComb 
lames  Beasley,  Crystal  Sprirtpts 
Al  Green  |r..  Bay  St.  Louis 
Rick  Henson.  Brandon 
Beverly  Pyron,  Nalchei 
Billy  Watkins.  Madison 
Dana  Richardson,  secretary 


insasCity,l5,.  wiu 

I  give  Christians  an  opportunity 
to  answer  questions  hom  .those 
film,  it  is  compiled  of  cheesy  more  familiar  with  the  writings 
prose,  implausible  situations,  of  Dan  Brown  than  those  of 
one-dimensional  characters  Peter,  Paul,  and  die  Apostles, 
and  die  absence  of  even  one  "ITie  Da  ViiKi  Code"  is  rated 
well-turned  phrase.  One  can  PG-13  —  six  obscenities,  two 
only  assume  that  it  found  its  expletives,  duee  profanities;  a 
way  to  ^e  cinema  screen  nasty  albino  kills  several  people 
because  some  drought  it  might  by  gun,  rock  bludgeoning,  poi- 
smear  Churistianil^  while  oth-  sonii^  and  neck-twisting;  he 
ers Just  dmught,  "Ca-ching!"  also  ffagellates  himself  and  self- 

There  are  now  counUess  mutilates;  scenes  of  Crusades' 
books  written  by  theologians  battles,  witch  burnings,  and  tor- 
and  renowned  l^torians  diat  tures;  a  sudden  in-your-fiK%  car 
suck  the  air  out  of  Dan  Brown's  cra^  blood  with  most  of  diese 
diabolical  suggestions.  Sadly,  kilfings;  die  first  dead  body  lays 
some  people  still  be  misled  stretoied  out  nude,  with  a  orignt 
and  confined  by  his  slei^t-of-  light  hiding  his  midsection;  we 
hand  blend  of  ^  and  fiction,  see  the  albino  nude  from  behind 
Many  pay  more  attention  to  before  he  starts  whipping  his 
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Movie  heretical,  but 

»>'■ , 

also  just  plain  bad 

Vl 

By  Phil  Boatwright 

Kansas  City,  iSa. 

Presidential  race  heatihg  up  across  SBC 


NASHVILLE,  Teniv  (BP  and 
reports)  —  Intrigue 
over  the  upcoming 
election  officers  the  . 

Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
widi  the  Coc^ierative  Program 
emerging  as  a  major 

Two  nominees  for  SBC  pres- 
have  been  announce  — 

Arkansas  pastor  Floyd 

pastor 

Frank  Page  —  one  poten- 
nommee,  Oklahoma  pas- 
tor  Wade  Burleson,  has 
that  he  another 

gastor 

urleson  did  not  name,  agrees 
to 

The  new  president,  who  will 

be  elected  during  the  SBC  Floyd  -  Pauw 

annual  meeting  on  June  13-14  ^  ^ 

in  Greeiuboro,  N.C.,  will  - ^ - ; - ; - ; 

replace  two-term  president  12.4%  to '  the  Cooperative  itual  leadershm  to 
Bk^y  Welch,  pastor  of  First  Pr^ram  last  year.  ,  the  larger  body  of 

Church  in  Daytona  Beach,  FI.  l^sagreements  flared  when'  Southern  Baptists 

A  special  S^  committee  Floyd  was  publicly  endorsed  although  dieir  beliefs 
studying  the  future  of  the  by  Southwestern  Seminary  may  coincide  with 
Cooperative  Program  recently  President  Paige  Patterson,  the  entity  head  on 
recommended  diat  SBC  officers  Patterson's  action  prompted  a  most  other  issues." 
should  come  from  churches  word  of  caution  from  the  SBC  Southern 
that  contribute  at  least  10%  of  Executive  Committee's  presi-  Seminary  President 
undesignated  receipts  to  the  dent,  Morris  H.  Chapman,  A1  Mohler  and 
Cooperative  Prc^am.  Some  about  SBC  entity  heads  Southeastern 
convention  ofn^ls  and  endorsing  political  candi-  Seminary  President 
obwrvers  of  the  Cooperative  dates  within  the  SBC.  Danny  Akin 

Program  have  expressed  con-  An  SBC  entity  head  who  endorsed  Fl^d  just 
cems  that  cooperative  giving  engages  in  SBC  elections  by  days  after  Chapmai 
appears  to  be  headed  into  endorsing  or  nominating  an  ment  was  relea^. 
dKline  across  ^  SBC.  individual  "potentially  »ien-  also  announced  tha 

According  to  the  Annual  ates  some  who  otherwise  hold  nominate  a  candidat 
Church  Profiles  submitted  to  him  (the  entity  head]  in  high  ond  vice-president 
the  SBC  ^  the  candidates'  esteem  because  they  differ  Greensboro  meeting, 
churches,  Floyd's  First  Church  with  the  pssson  he  has  On  his  Internet  sil 
in  Springdale,  Ar.,  contributed  embraced  publicly  for  an  elect-  Burleson,  paste 
.27%  to  the  Cooperative  ed  office,*'  Chapman  wrote.  Emmanuel  Church 
Program  last  year,  while  "Consequently,  the  entity  head  Ok.,  stated  he  had 
Page's  First  Church  in  Taylor,  endangm  his  potential  to  pro-  at  least  twenty  five 
S.C.,  contributed  more  than  vide  effective  counsel  and  spir-  from  individuals  d< 
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American 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  FoUowirig  ttie  approval  of  a 
Urge  nudity  of  its  churoiet,  ttie  board  of  me  Americam 
Biq>tist  (Quiches  Pacific  Southwest  region  voted  uiumi- 
mously  May  11  to  withdraw  from  its  covenant  reUtionship 
witfi  its  parent  denomination.  The  board's  actiem  makes 
Anal  dw  separation  of  the  300-church  remon  from  the 
American  Bap^t  Churches  (USA)  in  Valley  Forge,  Pa.  The 
de^ion  comes  after  eight  months  of  discussion  and  a  vote 
on  the  part  of  the  region's  churches  in  Ute  April  to  recom¬ 
mend  tnat  dw  board  withdraw  over  the  refuMl  of  the  ABC 
(USA)  to  deal  with  the  acceptance  of  chmtrhes  with  \ax  poU- 
cies  on  homosexuality  in  the  denomination.  Theological  dif¬ 
ferences  between  the  Pacific  Southwest  region  and  the 
national  denomination  have  made  "close  cooperation" 
between  the  two  difficult  for  manv  years,  according  to  the 
statement  from  the  board.  Many  of  the  denomination's  self- 
governing  re^ons,  such  as  the  Evergreen  Association  in 
Washington  and  the  Rochester-Genesee  region  in  New 
York,  openly  accept  churdies  disassociated  from  odter 
re^ons  W;ause  dwy  accept  unrepentant  homosexuals  as 
members.  The  denomination's  genial  board  has  refused  to 
discipline  the  regions  that  accept  such  dturches,  citing 
Baptut  freedom  and  local  church  autonomy  as  reasons.  The 
Pacific  Soudiwest  region  may  not  be  dw  last  region  to  break 
with  the  l.S-mUlion  member  parent  denomination. 
American  Baptists  in  West  >^iginia  narrowly  rejected  a  pro¬ 
posal  to  withdraw  from  the  A0C  (USA)  at  their  meeting  Ust 
year.  The  Indiana-Kentucky  region  has  also  propo^  a 
change  in  the  denomination's  byUws  that  will  not  allow 
churdtes  to  transfer  to  another  region  when  removed  over 
die  issue  of  homosexuality. 


The  19%  annual  meeting  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  at 
First  Church,  Jackson,  has  been  shortened  from  five  sessions  to  four 
sessions  at  the  plea  of  the  m^sengers,  according  to  Ken  Anderson, 
order  of  business  committee  chairman. 


First  Church,  Meridian,  celebrates  the  ministries  of  three  church 
staffers  who  have  each  served  the  church  for  at  least  25  years;  Pastor 
Beverly  Tinnin,  Minister  of  Education  David  McCubbin,  and  Minister 
of  Music/Senior  Adults  John  McLaughlin. 


Oxford  native  Roland  Q.  Leavell,  superintendent  of  evangelism  for 
the  Home  Mission  J^rd,  accepts  the  presidency  of  New  Orleans 
Seminary  after  Duke  McCall  resigns  to  l^ome  head  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention's  Executive  Committee. 


,us  Chnst  -■ 

j. 

Requests  the  - 

Honor  of 
'  Your 
^  Presence 
W  in  Heaven! 


and  achieving  of 
he  is  approadun 


us  boy.  Now 
young  man- 


¥ot  the  "Right  Deal" 
on  a  Church  Bus  ... 
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Judge  foils  constitutional  marriage  amendment 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  In  a  ruling  sure  to 
increase  calls  for  passage  of  a  federal 
marriage  amendment,  a  Georgia  state 
judge  ruled  May  16  that  the  state's  con¬ 
stitutional  marriage  amendment  — 
approved  by  76%  of  voters  in  2004  — 
violates  the  state  constitution. 

In  tossing  out  the  initiative.  Judge 
Constance  Russell  ruled  that  the  amend¬ 
ment  is  unconstitutional  because  it  deals 
with  two  subjects,  gay  marriage  and 
same-sex  civil  unions.  The  amendment 
bans  both.  The  ruliM  itself  did  not  deal 
with  the  legality  pt  gay  marriage,  but 
only  with  a  technical  i^al  question  as  to 
whether  the  amendment's  language  was 
constitutional. 

Homosexual  activists  filed  die  lawsuit 
shortly  after  voters  overwhelmingly  adopt¬ 
ed  the  amendment  in  November  2004,  and 
both  sides  had  been  awaiting  a  decision. 

The  Georgia  constitution  prohibits 
amendments  from  dealing  with  more 
than  one  subject.  Amendment  support¬ 
ers,  though,  contend  that  gay  marriage 
and  same-sex  civil  unions  comprise  the 
same  issue.  Legal  in  Cormecticut  and 
Vermont,  civil  unions  grant  homosexual 
couples  the  legal  benefits  of  marriage 
without  using  tne  word  "marriage." 


"People  who  believe  marriages 
between  men  and  women  should  have  a 
unique  and  privileged  place  in  our  soci¬ 
ety  may  also  believe  diat  same-sex  rela¬ 
tionships  should  have  some  place 
althou^  not  marriage,"  Russell  wrote, 
accordmg  to  the  Associated  Press.  "The 
single-subject  rule  protects  the  right  of 
those  people  to  hold  both  views  and 
reflect  Doth  judgments  by  their  vote." 

A  similar  lawsuit  was  Bled  agamst 
Louisiana's  amendment,  althougn  the 
state's  high  court  ruled  that  its  amend¬ 
ment  was  OK,  even  though  it  also  banned 
both  "gay  marriage"  ancTcivU  unions. 

The  ruling  in  G^rgia  is  expected  to  be 
appealed.  "lam  very  disappomted  by  this 
dWision  to  countermancl  the  people  of 
Georgia's  voice  in  defining  marriage  in  our 
state  as  a  union  between  a  man  and  a 
woman,"  Georgia  Gov.  Sonny  Perdue,  a 
I^ublican,  said  in  a  statement.  "This  d^- 
skm  highli^ts  the  eff^  activist  judges  can 
have  on  our  system  of  governance. 

"The  people  of  Georgia  kirew  exactly 
what  they  were  doing  when  an  over¬ 
whelming  76%  voted  in  support  of  this 
constituhonal  amendment.  It  is  sad  that 
a  single  judge  has  chosen  to  reverse  their 
decision.  1  am  carefully  assessing  the 


options  to  ensure  that  the  will  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  will  iK>t  be  thwarted." 

The  US.  Senate  is  scheduled  to  debate 
the  Marriage  Protection  AmeiKlinent, 
S.J.Res.  1,  in  June  (see  article  on  page  five). 
Supporters  oi  a  federal  amerKlinent  con¬ 
tend  that  rulings  such  as  the  one  in  Georgia 
make  a  luitionu  solution  lYecessary. 

IiKluding  Georgia,  19  states  have 
passed  marriage  amendments,  and  at  least 
seven  more  states  are  expected  to  vote  on 
them  diis  year.  The  amendments  prevent 
state  courts  from-  legaliziiw  gay  marru^. 
An  amendment  has  never  1^  at  the  balm. 

Massachusetts'  highest  court  legalized 
gay  marriage.  Courts  in  N.J.,  New  York, 
and  Washington  state  could  follow  this 
year.  None  have  marriage  amendments. 

The  Georgia  marriage  amendment 
states  in  part:  "This  state  shall  recognize 
as  marriage  only  the  union  of  man  and 
woman.  Marriages  between  persons  of 
the  same  sex  are  prohibited  in  this  state. 
No  union  between  persons  of  the  same 
sex  shall  be  recognized  by  this  state  as 
entitled  to  the  benefits  of  marriage." 

Mississippi  voters  overwhelmingly 
passed  a  similar  constitutional  amend¬ 
ment  several  years  ago,  and  to  date  it  has 
not  been  challenged  in  court. 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 


Simply  share  the  follcnving  mayer 
with  Odd  in  your  own  looms: ' 

A 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 


2.  1  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 


3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 


4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 


“But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  rigjtt  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
,  beUeoe  in  his  name. "  (John  1:12) 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  churcn  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 
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One  Missing  Penny 

Recently,  we  dedicated  the 
Memorial  to  the  Missing  in 
order  to  focus  the  nation's  atten¬ 
tion  on  the  number  of  children 
who  are  no  longer  aihdiw  us 
since  the  1973  Sipreme  Court 
decision  Roe  PS.  V/ade.  Every 
penny  in  the  receptacle  repre¬ 
sents  one  child  who  lost  the  n^t 
to  life  and  in  turn  the  right  to  K 
a  blessing.  This  year  our  nation 
will  unceremoruously,  unglori- 
ously,  and  for  many  prople 
unknowingly  pass  the  %  million 
mark  of  children  who  are  miss¬ 
ing  because  of  abortion.  In  order 
to  demonstrate  and  visualize 
what  50  million  looks  like,  we 
are  still  gathering  penn^  frcnn 
f(^ks  all  across  the  state  in  order 
to  fill  die  receptacle. 

The  parable  1  want  to  share 
with  you  is  not  about  a  missing 
diild  but  rather  about  one  who  is 
not  missing.  This  is  a  real  story 
about  real  people,  a  real  baby, 
and  the  real  joys  that  continue  to 
unfold  because  people  cared 
enough  and  a  mother  loved 
enou^  to  make  the  difficult  deci¬ 
sion  to  car^  her  child  and  then 
share  that  lire  through  adoption. 

Just  after  die  dedication  ser¬ 
vice  on  Mother's  Day  weekend, 
1  ran  into  a  longtime  friend  who 
told  me  that  ^le  had  seen  the 
memorial  and  looked  at  all  of 


Directions 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


the  pennies  (at  that  time  only 
about  10  million).  As  she  com¬ 
mented  on  what  an  incredible 
si^t  it  was,  she  paused,  started 
to  cry,  and  said,  ^ou  know  that 
one  of  diose  pennies  could  have 
been  our  grandson." 
Immediately,  almost  two 
decades  flashed  before  my  eyes 
and  1  remembered  a  couple  who 
lovingly  and  deeply  derired  a 
child  and  were  prwing  the  pos¬ 
sibilities.  They  finally  looked  to 
a  Christian  adoption  agency  to 
help  them  find  a  baby.  As  those 
things  usually  do,  it  took  time, 
effort,  preparation,  and  prayer. 
Finally,  one  day  a  precious  baby 
boy  came  to  this  wonderful 
young  couple,  but  he  did  not 
enter  their  world  just  to  be  cared 
for  by  a  mom  and  dad.  Four 
happy  grandparents  have 
shared  in  the  loving,  caring. 


hood,  and  the  fiunily  is  no  less 
ecstatic  about  him  tiien  they 
were  at  tire  very  beginning. 

The  g^andihotirer  said  to  me, 
"So  man^  many  times  we  have 
thaitired  Ck)d  for  tire  birth  moth¬ 
er  who  cared  enough  to  go 
through  all  that  she  dra  in  ord^ 
that  we  might  be  blessed  by  his 
life."  Then  lovingly  she  cried 
some  more.  I  kitow  the  meaning 
of  those  tears.  For  all  the  pen¬ 
nies  tiiat  have  been  given  — 
now  over  20  million  —  what  a 
blessing  it  is  to  think  about  one 
penny  mat  is  not  there. 

About  that  time  the  grandfa¬ 
ther  walked  up  and  heard  the 
topic  of  our  conversation.  He  felt 
had  to  contribute.  A  proud,  dot¬ 
ing,  and  often  gloating  grandfii- 
ther,  he  said,  "When  my  grand¬ 
son  was  younger  he  asked  me  if 
1  thought  his  birth  mother  loved 
him.  I  replied,  'Oh,  my  yes  she 
loved  you  so  much.  In  f^  she 
loved  you  so  much  that  she 


turned  to  one  of  the  finest 
Christian  adpption  agencies  to 
help  her  m^  sure  that  you 
would  now  up  in  a  wondmul 
home.  iWigh  she  was  not  able 
to  provide  everything  for  you 
that  you  would  need,  she  foimd 
peopre  who  could  and  would 
give  you  the  best  instruction, 
care,  love,  discipliire,  airel  a>iritu- 
al  training  that  you  would  need 
for  life  aiYd  evnythira  that  she 
wanted  you  to  have.  Cm,  yes  she 
loved  you!" 

As  1  stood  there  talkiire  to  the 
two  of  them  aivl  tire  grandmoth¬ 
er  continued  to  civ  aiKl  the 
granddad  emotionwy  shared 
how  much  he  loved  this  young 
man,  1  thought  how  thaiucful  1 
am  that  when  we  collect  the  50 
million  pennies,  one  penny  will 
be  missing.  In  foct  this  one 
penny  can  be  found  working, 
singing,  smiling  laughing,  dn- 
ving,  studying,  nuggmg,  eating, 
dreaming,' and  learning.  He  is 
aijoying  life  day-by-day,  receiv¬ 
ing  nom  others,  and  giving  to  so 
many.  He  is  a  fine  Christian 
yourig  man  who  continues  to 
Mess  all  four  grandparents,  his 
mom  and  dad,  frierKis,  and  last 
but  not  least  —  me!  Thank  God 
for  oire  missing  penny. 

TTtr  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  facison,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfut  nU9mbcb.org. 


posal  is  desigpi^  to  pro*ect  the 
mslitution  against  continuing 
legd  eftMs  to  legdize  homo- 
sexual  manriM. 

The  ERLC  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention's  public 
potky  entity,  is  requiting 
'paslon  to  address  same-sex 
marriage  on  June  4  and  to 
encourage  church  members  to 
ask  their  senators  to  support 
the  amendment 


nage  are  domgtheu- best  to  let  theurvoKes  be  heard  m  heqmil  June  4  only  if  the  cards 
the  corridors  w  the  Senate.  It  is  up  to  us  to  let  our  voic-  can  be  hand-delivered  to  sens¬ 
es  be  heard  loudly  as  weU.”  tors'  in-state  offices  the  next 

Massachusetts  is  the  only  state  to  have  legalized  day.  Because  of  delays  caused 
same-sex  marriaK,  but  state  supreme  courts  in  New  by  the  screening  process  for 
Jersey,  New  Yoik  and  Washington  could  legitimize  niail  to  Congress,  it  might 
such  unions  before  the  end  of  the  year.  alreadv  be  too  late  to  mail 

The  Senate  Judiciary  Committee  sent  the  MPA  to  cards  mat  would  be  opened  in 
the  full  Senate  in  a  10^  vote  along  party  lines  May  Senate  offices  by  June  5. 

18,  with  Republicans  in  the  mafority.  Two  days  The  ERLC  conducted  con- 
before  the  coounittee's  vote,  a  deaskm  in  Georgia  ference  calls  recently  with  two 
seemed  to  vallate  calls  for  a  federal  amendment.  A  groi»  in  the  SBC  in  the  effort 
state  judge  ruled  May  16  that  Georgia's  marriage  to  build  backing  for  the 


ERLC  observes  June  4  as  Marriage  Protection  Simday 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  The  Ethics  It  Relimous 
Libe^  Commission  (ERLC)  is  asking  Soiiffiem 
Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  churches  to  consider 
observing  Marriage  Protection  Sunday  on  June  L 
the  eve  cm  Senate  oebate  on  a  institutional  amend¬ 
ment  regarding  the  issue. 

Senators  are  scheduled  to  begin  consideration  of  the 
Marriage  Protection  Amendment  (MPA)  on  JurreS^wtth 
a  floor  vole  expected  June  6  or  7.  The  MPA  -  Senate  Joint 
(SJ.)  Resolution  1  —  defines  mreriage  as  only  between 
a  man  and  a  woman.  The  oro- 


marriage  need  to  bombard  their  UmI 

senators'  offices  with  e-mails 
and  phone  caUs,”  ERLC 
President  Richard  Land  told  Baptist  Press,  “and 
preachers  across  America  need  to  let  the  pul^  ring 
tbrth  m  dear  and  no  utKertain  terms  on  Murriage 
Protection  Sunday,  June  4,  and  help  create  a 
groundswdl  of  support  for  thk  amendment 

“I  can  assure  you  the  opponents  of  traditional  mar- 


On  its  website,  ERLC 
indudes  suggestions 
for  the  activities 
churches  mig|(M  consid- 
erforjune4: 

•  Information  on 
same-sex  '  marriage 
could  be  distrfouted. 

•  Pastors  might 
preach  on  the  issue. 

•  Those  in  atten¬ 
dance  could  be  enoour- 
aged  to  call  or  e-mail 
their  senators  June  5  or 
6  to  urge  them  to  vote 
for  the  MPA. 

The  ERLC  collabo¬ 
rated  with  Focus  oA 
the  Family  Action 
(POFA)  in  Ap^  to 
urge  Swthern  Baptist 
pastors  to  promote 
support  for  the 
aniendment.  In  an 
April  12  letter  to  the 
43.600-plus  SBC 
churches,  ERLC's  Land  and  POFA  Chairman  James 
Dobson  asked  pastors  to  involve  congregations  in 
the  attempt  to  protect  marriage.  They  promoted  a 


One 


of  both  houses  of  Cdngpess  and  ypioval  ^  three 
fourths  of  the  stales.  Support  in  the  Senate  wiif  have  to 
increase  markedly  fiom  two  years  ago  to  reach  the 


Postcards  are  available  on  the  ERLC  website  for 
downloading  aixl  copying  but  the  entity  says  a  post- 
card-suming  canuM^  wul  be 


two-thirds  mafority  needed  to  approve  a 
al  amendment  Neither  house  ot  Consre! 


amendment  wtuen  was  approved  by  76  percent  of 
voters  in  2f)04,  violates  m  state  constitution.  The 
amefMlment  prohibits  both  same-sex  marriage  and 
homosexual  dvil  unions. 

The  ERLC,  which  is  part  of  a  diverse,  pro  amendment 
coalition,  has  utilized  its  Internet  site,  a  ooBaborative 
mass  mailing  and  conference  phone  ciJk  to  foster  sup¬ 
port  for  the  measure. 


amendment  htnics  workers  m  iw** 

state  Baptist  conventions  May  ireoaon 

12  and  some  mega-church  pa^ 
tors  May  18. 

The  gravity  of  the  issue  calk  for  the  effort  the 
ERLC  is  making  to  mobilize  Southern  Baptists,  said 
Barrett  Duke,  m  entitv's  vice  president  for  public 
policy  and  research. 

“We  pu^  don't  see  anything  in  American 
life  at  mk  point  that  hire  greater  implica¬ 
tions  for  our  culture  than  the  same  ae^  mar¬ 
riage  issue,“1>ike  told  BP.  “Just  about  every 
area  of  Bfo  will  be  impacted  if  same-sex 
marriage  becomes  the  hw  of  the  land.“ 
Ratuication  of  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  requires  passage  by  two-thirds 


to  a  two-thirds  mafority  during  votes  m  2004. 

That  year,  the  Seirele  failed 
even  to'  give  an  up-or-doam 
vote  to  a  similar  amendment. 
Supporters  gained  only  48  of 
the  60  votes  needed  to  halt 
debate  and  allow  a  vote,  a  pro¬ 
cedure  called  invoigrre  cloture. 
Fifty  senators  voted  against 
dolure.  Abo  in  2004,  the 
House  of  Representatives 
achiesed  a  maiontywilha2Z7- 
186  vote  but  M  fre  short  of  the 
votes  needed  for  passage. 

The  ERLC  hopes  a  massive 
outpouring  of  support  for  the 
amendment  by  Southern 
Baptists  and  others  will  pro¬ 
duce  the  extra  votes,  Duke  said. 

“Wb  oeitainly  don't  see  any  reason  why  we  would¬ 
n't  have  more  votes  this  time  than  last  time,“  He  said. 
“The  Senate  kdeddedk  more  conservative,  certainly 
more  Repubfican.  than  R  was  the  last  riare  We  believe 
that  if  enough  senators  hear  fiom  their  constitueiits, 
the  MPA  can  be  passed.  It's  obvious  that  a  significant 
maparily  of  Americans  throughout  the  country  do  not 


iunicale 


“If  that  significani  mafority  will  coi 
their  convictions  to  their  senators,  the  a 
should  be  passed.* 

Soudiem  Bmlisk  and  others  otiay  oonCact 


M 


am 


The  text  «f  the  MR^  rtitn. 
“Marriage  in  the  IMted  SMes 
shal  consist  only  of  the  iRuon  of 
a  man  and  a  woman.  Neilher  fins 


of  any  State,  shaB  be  construed  to 
leouBie  that  maniace  or  the  leal 


upm  any  union  other  thm  the 
union  of  a  man  and  a  woanan.” 


For  more 
the  national 


appraxiinately  i5j2Z5,  for 
tK  Memorial  to  the  Missing 
celebration  in  jackson  May 
13.  Shown,  frmt  row,  are 
Lake  Mehon  and  Zack 


IS.  OrdhiaHon,  Pbul  Ctwich,  Nortli  Central  Awociation 


19.  Deacon  Ordbialion,  First  Church,  Itta  Sena 


Ths  Baphst  Racoao 


Kl  COKl) 


Students  defy  federal  ruling 

RUSSELL  SPRINGS^  K]r.  fflP)  —  About  200  senion  at  a  high 
adiool  paduatfon  in  Kentuc^  stood  to  redle  the  Loid's  Player 
May  19  in  renonae  to  a  federal  judge  banning  prayer  at  the  cer¬ 
emony  ate  an  ACLU-affilialea  lawsuiL 

School  offiriahi  srid  vohmtaiT  prayer  had  beerilTpart  of 
oaduations  at  RusaeB  County  ragh  Schocd  in  Russell  firings 
for  decades  wittiout  a  conq^amt  until  Mav  16  when  an  anony¬ 
mous  graduating  senior  coUaborated  wim  foe  American  Civil 
Lfoertfes  Lfoion  of  Kentudcy  to  file  a  lawsuit  daimdng  he  was 
offended  by  graduation  prayers. 

*My  him  school  graduation  is  a  veiy  important  event  for  me 
and  I  ward  to  attendmy  graduation  wmuut  havinc  to  compro¬ 


mise  my  Constitutional  nqghfe**  foe  student  said  in  an  affidavit 
He  chow  to  be  identified  oidy  as  John  Doe  becauw  he  said  he 
iMffra  rauuistion. 

us.  District  Judge  Josnh  MdCinney  granted  a  temporary 
restraining  order  about  12  hours  before  the  start  of  graduation, 
ordernre  sdiool  officials  ukl  a  peenelected  student  not  to  pro¬ 
ceed  wifo  a  scheduled  prayer  in  foe  ceremony. 


foe  Uad^Pre;^  in  unison,  drawing  a  stancBiy  ovation  of  support 
feom  foe  crowd  of  2AX>  people,  according  to  the  Assodaled  Pnss. 

The  "revival  like  atmosphere*  continui^APaaid,  when  senior 
Megm  Qunpmart  chosen  by  her  dassmateB  to  ddiver  rennatlcs, 
mentioned  her  Mh  —  paiwulaily  that  she  bdieved  Gcxl  had 
mdded  her  sinoe  dukfiiood.  She  was  interrupted  repeated^  by 
nw  dieering  crowd  as  foe  admonished  graduates  to  trust  in  Goo. 


county,  rdigion : 


Thonnas,  Mamie  Melton, 
and  AlysMi  Ma^Bnore. 


Pine  Foreat  Churc^ 
Collinsville,  recognizes  Hs 
children's  Bible  drillers;- 
Julie  Pieree,  Brandon  Prinoe, 
Brook  Vunce,  Jami  Roberts, 
and  Robbie  Lawson. 


rrcngnlara  their  Bible 
dtiUeis.  From  left,  Cory 
Wiche^  Sam  Wicker;  Anna 
Wkhet  and  Mesan  Carney. 

lenders  were  Mfery  Lyim 

^  - 

n  URMU  WnOU. 


13.  North  CMsoOlan  Chnrdi, 
Norfo  Caifolllon:  VBS; 
kickoff,  June  3,  10 

ajn-12i30  pen.;  June  5-9, 
8:30  ajn.-ll:30  aon.; 
K4-6fo  grade;  for  informa¬ 
tion,  cd  (662)  453-8204, 
237-00^,  or  897-9777. 


Hill  Chuich, 
VBS,  June  5-9, 


8ajn.-iMion. 


15.  FiiBt  Onnci^  Madiaon,  n 
I  hostiM  kl  Full  in  con¬ 
cert  Tnurs.  June  1, 7  pm. 

16l  LeMoyne  Blvd.  Churd^ 
Biknt  is  hosting  a  himkane 
ruet  ngfiffit  oonocn  imur- 

aCarrofl  Roberson  June  1, 
I  pm  (228)  392-3241. 

% 

17.  The  diddien's  ministry  of 
Steep  Hollow  Church, 
POplarville,,  held  th^ 
annual  Ear^  celebration 
Apr  ISatfoehonneof  John 
and  Jennifer  Fagan.  The 


12.  Blife  Drifcrs,  Qrfway  Cluifdt  Smifodale 


Shown  are  Eugene  Walden, 
Wayne  Gore,  McKnight, 
and  Bobby  Dcmglas. 

19.  First  Churcfo  Itta  Bena, 
recently  ordained  Ben  Chap¬ 
man  as  deacon.  Shown  are 
Billie  Chapman,  Chapman, 
and  pastor  Chris  Carter. 


MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS 


duldrcn  enioyed  great  food 
and  feOowshqp,  swimming, 
and  games. 

18.  Pkul  Church,  Norfo 
Central  Asaociation, 
recently  liceitted  and 
ordained  foeir  pastor  Elbert 
McKnigIrt  to  foe  ministry. 


20.  Pope  Church, 
nizes  its  Bible 


recog- 
k  First 


row:  Dakota  Bolton,  INan 
McCurdy,  and  IVler  Alien; 
second  row:  Walt  Karr, 


ministry. 


second  row:  Walt  Karr, 
Maegan  Bolton,  Halm  Beth 
Allen,  and  Arridia  Bailey; 
foird  row:  Matt  HendrM 
and  Ashley  Roy;  and  fourth 
row,  Armah  Bailey  and 
Brittany  Ross. 
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11.  BMe  Dr  teen.  Pine  Forest  Church, 


leKtegton 


pul- 
773-2D96. 


Lone  Pine  Churdi,  Canton,  has  called  Samuel  D.  Hitrties  as 
pastor.  He  cranes  from  a  12-yeor  pastorate  of  Calvary  Qiurdi, 
Hdena,  Montana.  He  is  a  gpraduate  of  Midwestern  Seminary 
and  Ba^ra  University. 

Ikiiy's  Crefo  Churdi,  Magnolia,  has  called  Todd  Sumrall 
as  pastor;  effective  May  1.  He  previously  pastraed  I^rst  Churdi, 
Newellton,  La. 

Hope  Church,  Philadelphia,  recendy  called  Jacob  Glasz  and 
Ashley  Perry  as  ministers  of  youth.  Bofo  are  students  of 
Mississippi  College. 


t 
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3.  Nursing  students  receive  grants  WCC 


1.  Phi  Theta  Kappa  Alumni  Association  Recognized,  WCC 


ZNC,  GJHT)  KUFQKJ 


The  Bennetts  have  several  family 
members  who  have  attended  bothy 
institutions.  For  more  information, 
phone  (601)  371-0094. 

3.  Fifteen  William  Carey  College  SdKtol 
of  Nursing  students  received  $9000  in 
sdwol  sillies  and  gift  certificates  frcxn 
a  grant  distributed  by  the  Nursing2006 
Foundation.  In  re^ionse  to  their  needs 
related  to  Hurricane  Katrina,  the  stu¬ 
dents  lecdved  a  combination  of  Barnes 
and  Nobles  gift  certificates,  stedio- 
scopes  and  con^uters.  Shown  are  some 
of  TO  recipients:  (standing  left  to  ri^t) 
Mary  Stewart,  Tawanna  Martin,  Rwin 
Strom,  Russell  Sanborn,  Nadra 
Patterson,  Alena  Populis,  Cynthia 
Franklin  (seated  left  to  rij^t)  Laurel 
Matthews,  Lakesha  Meggs,  m  Guillen. 

4.  Misaiasnm  Cidlege  has  presented  the 
annual  2906  Outstanding  Staff  Award  to 
Bet^e  Stewart  of  Madison.  She  hdds  ffie 
poatkm  of  Administrative  Assistant  to 


the  President.  Bettye 
Stewart  has  served  in 
the  MC  President's 
office  since  1964  in  the 
position  of  Admin- 
istrative  Assistant  to 
the  President  She  has 
served  in  this  capacity 
to  three  presidents  and 
an  actii^  president  at 
Mississippi  College.  Stewart 

The  Bobtw  Halford  Summer  Baseball 
Camps  will  be  held  during  the  monffi  of 
June  on  the  William  Carey  College  cam¬ 
pus  in  Hattiesbuig.  Youngsters  ages  7-12 
may  choose  to  attend  a  camp  June  5-9  dr 
June  19-23.  The  camp  for  a»  13-17  wiU  be 
conducted  June  12-16.  All  camps  will  be 
held  fiom  900-390  pjn.  each  day.  The  cost 
is  $130  and  includes  noon  meals  and  camp 
T-shirt  Applications  may  be  obtained  by 
calling  th^  baseball  office  at  (601)  318-6110 
or  the  external  relations  office  at  (601)  318- 
6192,  or  by  etnail  bhalfordOwmcareyedu. 


1.  William  Carey  College  students  were 
honored  at  the  Centennial  Honors 
Day  Convocation  held  recently  on  die 
Hattiesburg  campus,  ^own,  left  to 
right,  are  Samantha  Benson  of 
Taylorsville;  Josiah  Bums  of  Pace,  Fla.; 
and  Pamela  Joy  Love  of  Petal  are  pic¬ 
tured  here  following  the  awards  pre¬ 
sentation.  Tommy  l&ig  presented  the 
Jenkins-Chastain  Citizenship  Award 
to  the  three  students.  The  highest 
honor  given  by  the  college,  it  recog¬ 
nizes  students  who  have  made  the 
most  simificant  contributions  to  stu¬ 
dent  and  campus  life  in  exemplifying 
those  qualities  of  citizenship  upnela 
by  die  college.  Bums  also  received  the 
Rotary  Anmassadorial  Scholarship, 
the  Joe  Roberts  Forensics  Society 
Memorial  Award,  and  the  Student 
Leadership  Award. 

2.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Henry  J.  Bennett  have 
set  up  scholarships  at  New  Orleans 
Seminary  and  MiMissippi  College. 


UGUV  KJQ  DHL  NB  KJQ 


GNXSC 


ANJL  NLQ:KGQLKV-LHLQ 


Clue:  C  =  W 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  etKoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Mark  One:Eleven. 


NOBTS  holds  post-Katrina  commencement 


9*30  a jn.;  worship,  1030  a jn.,  a jn.,  followed  ^  dinner  and 
followed  by  lundi  and  after-  singing;  James  rarkei;  speak- 
noon  song  and  praise  service;  er;  ray  Spence,  pastor. 

Dan  West,  speaker;  Easthaven 

Five,  music;  Ron  West,  pastor.  InnamarChnwKNewAlwMy: 

IflBifli  Aanireiaaq^  fine  2-4; 
CovnW  Line  Onncli,  Does-  Fri.-Sat,  6  p  an;  Sun,  930  am; 

viUe:  Revival,  June  4-7;  Sun.,  . 

11  a.m.  and  6  p.in.; 

Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  lun^ 
noon;  Billy  HeiirK -speakre; 

Tom  and  Linda  Thompson, 
musk;  James  BurreO,  posfof- 

Arlington  Church,  Bogus 
Chitio:  HouMtoming,  May 
28;  lunch,  noon;  servKie,  1:^ 
p.m.,  Pat  Lofton,  speaker. 

Doug  Moak,  music;  Keith 
Smim,  pastor. 

Shiloh  Church,  Carroll 
Friendship,  Brookhavcn:  County:  Home-coming, 

Homecoming,  May  28;  May  28, 11  a.m.,  followed  by 
Sunday  School,  10  am;  wor-  lun^  Doug  Warren,  pastor 
ship,  11  a.m.,  followed  by  and  speaker, 
hmdi  and  afternoon  service; 

Gordon  Coker,  breaker.  Tishomingo  Chapel,  Alcom 

Co.:  Homecoming  Heritage 
Georgetown  Chuidi,  Copiah  Day,  June  4;  singing;  10  am; 
Assoc:  Revival,  June  4-7;  Sun^  woeshfo,  11  am,  followed  by 
10amand6pm;Mor>-WBd,7  fellowstup  meal;  Carrol  Talley, 


musk, 

church 


Sldhdi  Churdi,  Big  Creek: 
Homecoming,  June  4;  ser¬ 
vices,  1030  am.,  followed 
by  singing  and  dinner  on  the 
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RNAUV  ATFOUMItE  HEALTH 
INSURANCE  for  the  wif  employed. 
CaN  (800)  541-8196.  Provided  by  Mesa 
Insuraiice.  <imw)K.chrislufneMrn.com. 

afkmumru  reachsioe  vaca¬ 
tion  CONDOS^  www.SuitttMX'Bscon- 
doe.com.  All  siac  units  available.  SUM¬ 
MER  SPEOAL,  2  niilN  rreeherwi  $225. 
4  ivecfcnighls  $430.  EWiciency  unit  (2 
aduhs  2  kidi).  sood  5^  -  8^.  (205) 

556-0368  or  (205)  554-1524. _ 

NORRIS  ROOKMNINNC  COMPANY, 
INC,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Abo,  church 
bulletins  and  hymnab.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  call  (662)  453-7424  or  fax  us  at 

(662)  455-6743.  _ 

FUU-TIME  AOMII4ISTRATOR/ASSIST> 
ANT  MSTOR:  please  send  resumes  to 
search  committee.  First  Baptist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  579,  Phil  Campbeli,  AL, 
35581,  or  email: moorescuM<aui.com. 
DISCOUNT  BAPTISTRIES  A 
SIWIES.  Baptistry  murab,  heaters, 
ligbhnB*  seatins, '  wall  crosses,  pew 
cushions,  kringlglas,  carpet,  sigm. 
Church  Supply  Company  of  Texas. 
(800)728-8291. 


BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN  HANCOCK 
COUNTY  seeking  to  hire  nursery 
worker  8-1()  hrs-;  per  week.  Fax 

resume  to  (228)  255-3958. _ 

SnUNH)  CLASSMORRSk  MC  senrirv 
MSAALsinoe1992.CaE(BOO|605-297a 
SORDifS  SHNNC,  lAOSON,  CHRKT- 
lAN  OWNED.  All  home  imprownerrts, 
vinyl  sidkng,  windows,  metal  and  shingb 
roob,  patio  covers,  screen  and  glass 
rooms.  (601)  992-2092,  Don  A  RiU 

Sebten,  owners. _ 

MINISTER  TO  CMLOREN,  RRST 
BAmST  CHURCH,  CR06SEII,  ARK. 
Resumes  to:  children's  search  commit¬ 
tee,  First  Baptist  Church,  701  Main 
Street.  Crossetl.  AR  71635  or 

fwhite#(bccrossetl.com. _ 

HEIDELBERG  STAINH>  CLASS, 
Meridian.  Desigrt,  fabricalion,  repair.  Fax 
iHustrabora  lo  (601)  483-7958  or  call 

(800)  368-2705. _ _ 

PARMTIONS  A  ETC,  toilet  A  shower 
stalls,  solid  pb^  or  baked  enaknel, 
hand  dryers,  grab  bars,  mirrors  and  much 
more.  CaE  (228)  697-01 16  or  email  PAR- 
TATIONSETCAYAHOaCOM. 


HOPPER  CLASS  STUOIOl  CUSTOM 
church  windows,  reworking  and  repair. 


HBtUH  OR  MEDICAK  SUPPLEMENT 
R4SURANCE  KX>  EXPENSWB  Cal  EJL 
Hutkm  Iraunmoe  today  ...  Wle  Can  Hek>l 

TbAAee  (877)  232-0686. _ 

SALE:  BALDWIN  V-T  GRAND  PIANa 
ExoiBent  condbon.  $1 7,240  obo.,  caH 

(704)2260740. _ 

THE  Wn  AND  WISDOM  OP  PASTOR 
lOE  BRUMRELOW,  $I2.9S;  hannibal- 
books.com.  (800)  747-0738,  (979) 
299-6535.  ‘Some  of  the  fuimiest  sto- 

ries  you  will  ever  read.* _ 

CHRISTIAN  LONG  DISTANCE.  3.9 
cents  interstate,  4.9  cents  in  state.  No 
monthly  service  charge.  Call  (866) 
587-8346  or  www.lowermy- 

phortebiH.coeVharoldtt. _ 

STUDENT  MINISTER:  FIRST 

BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF 

IONE5BORO,  ARKANSAS  (800> 
attendarKre)  b  seeking  a  minister 
with  strong  leadership  and  communi¬ 
cation  skiUs  for  studertt  ministry 
(grades  7-12).  Preference:  two  years 


experiertee  in  student  ministry 
(lull/|part-time  or  intern),  seminary  or 
master's  degree.  Submit  resume  to 
student  minister  search  committee  at 

bsgwoodOsbcglobal.rret. _ 

GATUNRURC  GETAWAY:  2  BR/2 
bath,  full  kitchen.  Walking  distatKre 
to  ptfkway.  $6SAiile.  Call  for  irtfor- 
mation  at  (251)  666-2175,  cell 
phone  (251)  689-9982  or 


BRANSON,  AHSSOUn  COMXh 
street  level.  2  BR^  bath,  sleeps  6.  No 
strtoking,  or  rto  pets,  comfortable,  fam¬ 
ily  environment.  Please  call  alter  4  JO 
pjn.  weekdays,  (662)  746-6702. 
CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTHTY,  free 
estimates.  Davis  Uphohtery,  Quitmart> 

Mbs.,  phone  (601)  776-6617. _ 

UCB«a>  MMBTER  SEERH4G  REVIVAL 
WORK  pulpit  supplying  or  bi-vocakorsal 

poMion,  call  (601)  519-7012. _ 

ATTBOION  CHURCHES:  b  your  church 
looking  to  relocatef  Prime  real  estate,  10 
mirwtB  kom  ladoon.  fTReen  and  1/2 
acres  of  beautiful  property,  south  of 
ladaon.  CaR  Thomas  (601)  941-2613. 


[’,  -liu 


NEW  PROSPECT  BAPTIST  CHUROI 
b  seeking  Fbrt  Time  Music  Director. 
Send  resumes  to  823  Hwy.  334, 
MS.  38655. 


I 


iim 


SRVB  SPRINGS  BAPnST  CHURCH  b 
leekmg  a  mminer  of  music.  8  b  a  pait- 
lirrw,  paid  position  wiRi  some  berwflts. 
Please  serrd  resume  to  search  conarat- 
lee  chairman,  1(X>9  Berry  Lane,  Oayk^ 
MS  39657.  SSBC  b  locabd  south  of 
Progreit  (vdach  b  south  of  MagpoNa) 
in  souEreait  PRmCounb^ 


The  pulpit  and  politics:  time  to  come  out  of  our  shell 


Frances 
Schaeffer  asks,  "If 
not  you,  who?  If 
not  now,  when? 
And  if  not  this, 
what?"  These 
remarks  were  usu¬ 
ally  made  to  moti¬ 
vate  Christians  to  get  involved 
with  the  world. 

As  a  pulpit  guest,  I  had  com¬ 
pleted  a  sermon  on  the  fomily 
in  which  1  encouraged  the  con¬ 
gregation  to  vote  ^  and  su|>- 
port  the  Mississippi  Marriage 
Amendment.  After  the  sermon 
a  lady, approached  me  and  said, 
"Thank  you  for  that  word. 
Brother  /»mmy.  We  kno'v  all 
these  things,  out  we-  are  not 
going  to  do  much  undl  our  pas¬ 
tor  teUs  us  to." 

Her  comments  were  not 
100%  accurate,  but  there  is 
enough  truth  in  them  to  cause 
us  to  stop  and  consider  the 
importance  of  the  pulpit  and 
the  influence  of  the  church  in 
our  wiHid.  In  a  recent  article. 
Coining  of  Age  in  the  70's, 
(Faith  ^  Family  Values,  March- 


April  2006),  Richard  Land  sheds 
some  light  on  the  predonged 
silence  of  the  churen  through 
most  of  the  20th  century. 

Land  alludes  to  a  couple  of 
articles  by  George  Weigel,  who 
discusses  the  return  of  conserv¬ 
ative  Evangelicals  from  the  cul¬ 
tural  hintenands  to  which  they 
were  consigned  in  the  after- 
math  of  the  Scopes  Trial  of  1925. 
Weigel  asserts  ^t  Evangeligals 
were  content  to  remain  m  their 
enclaves,  worshipping  and 
educating  their  children  as  they 
saw  fit,  asking  only  to  be  left 
alone  by  the  larger  society. 

The  opinion  was  trat  it 
seemed  be^  for  Christians  to  stay 
behind  this  often  self-imposed 
wall  that  separated  one's  reli¬ 
gious  convictxxis  horn  the  affairs 
of  the  state.  It  was  not  until  the 
Supreme  Court  Decision,  Roe  vs. 
Wade  in  1973  that  most  people 
realized  the  church  and  the  pu^t 
could  no  longer  remain  silmt 
Many  conservative  Evangdicals 
began  to  get  involved  m  the 
process  to  implonmt  cultural 
change  by  speaking  out  on  social 
issues  from  their  pulpits  atKl 
places,  of  work. 


Having  grown  up  as  a  your^ 
pastor  in  the  bo's  arvi  70's,  I  can 
now  look  back  and  see  that  this 
"wall  of  separation"  was  real. 
The  sad  part  is  that  in  some 
ways  it  has  never  gone  away. 
Have  you  ever  heard  state¬ 
ments  like  this:  "Preacher, 
preach  the  Bible  and  leave  ptoli- 
tics  alone;"  or  "Pastor,  you  are 
meddling  in  community  affairs 
and  you  -are  going  to  make 
someone  mad;*  or  "Preacher, 
get  'em  saved,  and  the  rest  will 
take  care  of  itself."  ' 

All  this  presents  a  dilenuna 
for  the  pastor.  Should  the 
church  remain  silent  on  abor¬ 
tion,  substance  abuse,  pornog¬ 
raphy,  domestic  abuse,  gam- 
blmg^  race,  and  other  issues,  or 
should  God's  word  be  applied 
and  Christian  condurt  be 
taught  and  expected? 

In  the  Old  Testament  the 
Hebrew  word  for  prophet  is 
used  more  than  jOO  times. 
Even  though  the  etymology  of 
the  word  is  unclear,  the  gener¬ 
al  consensus  is  that  propnet  is 
related  to  Akkadian  and 
Arabic  words  meaning  "to 
call"  and  to  "announce."  iTius, 


taken  in  an  active  sense  a 
prephet  was  an  "announcer" 
or  ^proclaimer  of  the  purpose 
and  activiW  of  God." 

In  the  New  Testament,  John 
the  Baptist  and  Jesus  were 
both  perceived  to  be  prophets 
by  their  contemporaries, 
which  ignited  an  interest  in 
their  ministries.  The  Apostle 
Paul  often  highlighted  the 
importance  of ,  the  gift  of 
prophecy,  "the  intelligible 
preaching  that  builds  upon 
the  church  in  faith"  (The 
Interpretative  Dictionary  of 
the  Bible). 

Woven  throughout  the 
Scriptures  are  the  stories  of  men 
and  women  who  confronted 
the  issues  of  their  day.  It  was 
not  e^y.  In  fact,  Isaiah  30:10 
says,  "Who  says  to  the  seers, 
'Do  not  see,  and  to  the 
prophets,  'Do  not  prophesy  to 
us  rig^t  thii^;  ^peak  to  us 
smoom  things,  prophesy 
deceits'  (NKJV)."  A  modem 
translaticm  to  this  verse  is 
"Preacher,  if  this  is  going  to  ruf¬ 
fle  a  few  feathers  and  make 
someone  mad  or  offend  some¬ 
one  —  don't  preach  it" 


The  role  and  responsibiliW  of 
preaching  is  not  for  the  weak  or 
ror  those  who  desire  comfort  I 
have  often  wondered  how 
Nathan  feh  as  he  sat  before  David 
and  announoed  that  the  king  was 
the  scoundrel  who  took 
Bathsheba  for  his  wife  and  had 
her  husband  killed.  Sometimes 
the  message  that  comes  from 
God  speaks  loud  and  clear  to  cul¬ 
tural  issues.  It  challenges  and 
convicts.  Sometimes  it  will  cost 
you,  but  ultimately  it  is  the, Word' 
that  stands.  Often  the  truth  is  not 
"smooth,"  but  still  must  be  spo¬ 
ken.  If  we  don't  say  it,  who  will? 

In  my  years  of  ministry  one 
thing  has  become  crystal 
clear.  The  world  is  not  going 
to  change  without  a  clear  con¬ 
cise  call  that  comes  from  the 
pulpit  and  the  pews  of  our 
churches.  We  must  move  from 
behind  the  wall  that  separates 
our  religious  convictions  from 
our  wondly  ermversations. 


Porter  is  executive  director- 
treasurer  of  the  Christian  Action 
Comnussion.  He  can  be  readied  at 
jporter^christianaction.com. 
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The  Baptist  Children's  Village  has  four  high 
school  seniors  graduating  this  month.  Some 
will  go  away  to  college/technical  school;  others 
will  continue  to  live  on  the  resi>ective  campuses 
and  commute  to  school,  but  all  are  continuing 
their  education.  They  all  have  a  list  of  special 
needs  to  help  them  make  this  transition.,^ 

You  bm  make  a  donation  designated  for  our 
seniors  or  contact  Mrs.  Chrystelle  Thames  at 
601-922-2242  or  cthames@baptistchildrensvil- 
laige.com  for  speafic  items  off  of  their  needs  list. 
All  donations  should  be  sent  to: 

The  Baptist  Children's  Village 
PO  Box  27  •  Clinton  MS  39060-0027 


Visit  The  Baptist  Childrens  Village 
website  to  access  these  latest  features: 


Family  Bible  Study 

Mary:  Unwavering  Focus 

Luke  10-38-42,  John  12:1-8 


By  Huey  Dcdmon 


ago  my  wife 
Nakon  35inm 


Several  years 
and  I  owned  a 
camera.  We  loved  the  camera 
because  it  took  wonderful  pic¬ 
tures  of  our  children. 
Capturing  memories  on  film  is 
a  daily  part  of  Ote  lives  of  most 
families.  There  was  one  thing 
about  the  camera  diat  we  had 
trouble  with;  it  had  a  manual 
focus.  While  die  majority  of  our 
pictures  turned  out  beautifully, 
there  was  8iat  occasional  out- 
of-focus  picture.  Life  is  a  lot  like 
our  experiences  with  our  cam¬ 
era.  For  the  most  part  we  see 
things  pretty  clearly,  but  every 
once  in  a  while  we  lose  our 
focus.  Life  has  a  way  of  causing 
us  to  lose  track  of  what  is  really 
important.  Many  believers  find 
themselves  struggling  to  "keep 


the  main  thing  the 
main  thing." 

Our  lesson  this  week 
is  about  Mary,  the  sister 
of  Martha  and  Lazarus. 


n 


Martha  that  Mary  had 
made  the  ri^t  choice 
and  it  would  not  be 
taken  away  from  her  (v. 
42).  If  we  are  not  carehil 
we  will  miss  the  whole 
point  of  this  passage. 
Mary's  choice  was  to 
focus  on  Jesus.  Mardia 
was  distracted  by  all 
_  .  the  things  she  diought 

*^****®**  she  had  to  do  and 
Mary  missed  out  cm  an  < 


demonstrates  for  us  a  mcxlel  for  -a*  lifetime.  She  coi 


keeping  her  focus  on  what  was 
the  ri^t  choice  for  her.  While 
travelmg  toward  Jerusalem, 
Jesus  and  the  disciples  came 
into  a  village  and  were  invited 
into  foe  home  of  Martha,  Mary's 
sister  (Luks  10:38-39).  Marttu 
became  very  busy  tryfog  to  get 
every thir«  in  order  for  her 
guests.  Nury  sat  down  at  the 
foet  of  Jesus  and  began  to  listen 
to  his  ccmversaticm  (v.  39-40). 
Marfoa  became  even  more  dis¬ 
tracted  because  she  was  doing 
aU  foe  work  and  Mary  was  just 
sitting  foere.  She  a^ced  Jesus  to 
tell  hXary  to  get  up  and  help  her 
(v.  40).  Jesus  responded  to 


Majy,  I  believe,  it  rep- 
ler  deep  love  for  oct 


opportunity  of ' 
ould  have  sat 


wifo  the  Lord  and  learned  from 
Him.  What  are  we  distracted 
by?  How  many  opportunities 
have  we  misseci  by  focusing  cm 
what  we  think  is  important, 
when  we  should  be  keeping  our 
eyes  cm  Jesus?  I  know  we  nave 
responsibilities  and  we  have  to 
take  care  of  them,  but  too  often 
our  balance  is  off.  We  spend  too 
little  time  wifo  Jesus  and  too 
much  time  cm  od^  things. 

In  the  bcmk  of  John  we  catch 
anofoer  glimpse  of  this  story  and 
learn  even  more  about  \uiy's 
unwavering  focus.  While  sitting 
at  the  feet  of  Jesus,  Mary  took  a 
pound  of  very  fragrant,  expen¬ 


sive  oil,  and  poured  it  on  Jesus' 
feet  She  them  wiped  His  feet 
wifo  her  hair  Qohn  123).  The  sig¬ 
nificance  of  tl^  act  to  Mary  was 
very  high.  The  oil  remesented 
abciut  a  year's  worth  ch  earnings 
few  foe  commem  woricer  of  that 
day,  but  to 
resented  her 
Lord.  We  already  know  that 
Mary's  brofoer  Lazarus  was  sit¬ 
ting  at  foe  table  wifo  Jesus  (v.  2) 
Can  you  imagine  this  scene? 
Earlier  in  His  travels,  Jesus  had 
raised  her  brother  from  foe  dead. 
Lazarus  was  already  in  foe  tomb 
and  normally  his  body  would 
have  already  started  to  decay. 
Jesus  called  him  emt  of  foe  grave 
aiKl  now  here  they  were  sitting 
together.  Mary's  oil  was  a  very 
small  offering  to  foe  cme  she 
adored  wifo  ner  very  life.  9ie 

gve  the  very  best  m  had  to 
>us.  What  are  we  giving  to 
Jesus?  We  put  foe  v^  best  in 
our  homes,  but  we  will  settie  fra- 
much  less  in  the  church.  We  will 
devote  foe  bulk  of  our  free  time 
to  leisure  and 

what  is  left,  if  foere  is  any. 

Jesus  your  best! 


ft 


live 


Our  fcKus  on  Jesus  often 
becomes  blurred  because  we 
depend  more  cm  the  approval 
of  ofoers  than  we  do  cm  Jesus' 
approval.  It  is  cibvious  in  verse 
tinree  that  Mary  was  not  wor¬ 
ried  about  what  foe  ofoers  sit¬ 
ting  at  the  table  thought  of  her 
acrons.  She  could  have  easily 
become  distracted  by  the  criti¬ 
cism  she  received  from  Judas. 
Others  there  may  have  been 
criticizing  her  for  touchin; 
Jesus'  feet.  This  was  a  rea 
tabcx>  in  Jewish  custom. 
Whatever  was  going  on  around 
Mary,  her  focus  remained  on 
Jesus.  While  there  is  no  record¬ 
ed  response  of  Mary's  reaction 
to  the  criticisms,  we  do  have 
Jesus'  reaction.  Jesus  told  them 
to  leave  her  alone  (v.  7).  Jesus 
approved  of  what  she  was 
doing  because  He  knew  this  act 
was  in  preparation  for  His 
death  and  resurrection  (v.  7-8). 

Whose  approval  do  we  seek? 
The  only  opinion  that  really 
matters  is  that  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Dedmon  is  minister  cf  educa¬ 
tion  at  First  Church,  Grenada. 


However,  foe  prophet  Micah  In  Micah  7:14-17,  God 
was  a  contemporary  of  Isaiah,  promised  His  people  that  He 
coming  from  a  rural  back-  would  again  bless  them  by 
ground  which  enabled  him  to  doing  the  same  kind  of  won- 
use  pastoral  imagery  as  he  min-  derfw  deeds  He  had  done  in 
istered  to  GexI's  people.  Micah  the  past.  His  incomparable 
believed  that  true  faith  came  deeds  would  lead  people  from 
from  the  heart  and  not  from  other  nations  to  worship  Him: 
formal  sacrifices.  He  spoke  of  a  "They  will  turn  in  fear  to  foe 
future  Messianic  kingdom  Lord  our  God."  Likewise,  we 
where  Israel's  remnant  would  know  that  "at  the  name  of  Jesus 
be  gathered  together  to  live  in  every  knee  will  bow...  every 
peace.  He  wanted  God's  people  tongue  confess  that  Jesus  Clmst 
to  trust  Him  to  demonstrate  is  lird."  (Philippians  2:11)  ' 

His  faithfulness  to  the  covenant  God's  inccmip^ble  devotion 

to  His  people  is  evident  in  His 
forgiving  love  fMicah  7:18),  re¬ 
deeming  power  (v.  19),  aivi  con- 
tinuous laithfuln^  (v.  20).  For  all 
that  ffe  is  and  does,  we,  like  the 
people  of  Micah's  day,  can  praise 
(^Ki  for  His  great  devotion  and 
His  unfeiling  commitment. 

Micah  looked  forward  to  the  Whether  foere  is  music  in  the 
day  when  Jerusalem  would  be  church  house  or  not,  we  all  have 
rebuilt,  foe  people  would  reason  to  sing.  God  is  great  and 
return  from  exi^,  and  people  of  God  is  good.  He  has  saved  us,  to 
all  nations  would  come  to  raise  us  up  on  that  glorious  day. 
Jerusalem.  God  promised  that  Knowing  this,  everj^liever  can 
His  people  would  have  an  come  to  the  heart  of  worship 
incomparable  destiny  with  and  write  our  own  praise  song. 

Him.  Similarly,  we  have  a  - ^ - 

promise  given  to  us  as  believers  Clendinnins  is  a  member  of 

m  Jesus  Christ's  return.  First  Church,  Brandon. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Praise  Our  Incomparable  God 

Micah  7:8-20 


their  daily  re^men, 
but  praising  God  dur- 
ing  ttKise  prayers  may 
be  absent,  too.  What 
does  God  want  from 
His  children?  We  must  recognize 
His  unique  and  incomparable 
nature  and  to  praise  turn  for 

who  He  is  and  for  what  He  does,  by  delivering  them  from  foe 
Tl^  week's  lesson  in  Micah  future  exile  in  Babylon  that 
helfs  point  us  toward  praising  would  .result  from  their  sins 
God  regardless  of  our  dreum-  and  by  bringing  them  back  to 
luse  Ffe  is  worthy.  As  the  Promised  Land.  Likewise, 
a  prophet  of  Judah,  Miofo  uved 
about  750-700  B.C.  in  More- 
shefogath,  a  village  soufowest  of 
Jerus^em.  There  are  at  least  three 
other  Mkahs  in  Kble  history,  one 
living  in  12fo  oenti^  B.C.  who 
stole  ilOO  pieces  of  silver  bnom  his 
metier  Qudges  17-18),  anofoer  in 
lOfo  century  B.C.  who  was  a 
sees  all  and  kirows  all.  descendant  of  Uzziel  and  who 

Yet  many  adults,  including  ministered  in  the  Tabernacle  dur- 
believers  who  regularly  worship  foe  Kir«  David's  reign  (I  Chr.  23- 
God,  neglect  ^  element  of  2^1,  ancTfoefoird  wasaleaderof 
praise  m  their  worship,  the  tribe  of  Reuben  (1  Chr.  5). 


and  soul-searching.  One 
result  of  this  experiefK* 

You  may  or  may  not  have  was  Redman's  perming 
heanl  or  read  foe  story  behind  these  words:  "When  tfSe 
the  song.  The  Heart  of  Worship,  music  fedes,  all  is  stripped  away 
that  was  written  Iw  Matt  and  I  simply  come,  longing  just 
Redman  of  Watford,  ^gland.  to  bring  somefoing  mars  of 
In  foe  late  19908  Redman^  pas-  worfo,  mat  will  bless  Your  heart, 
tor  was  convicted  that  his  I'll  bring  you  more  than  a  song, 
church's  worship  service  had  for  a  song  in  itself  is  not  what 
become  more  performance  ori-  You  have  required.  You  searfo 
ented  for  people's  praise  aiKl  much  deeper  withiiv  throu^  the  starKes 
less  directed  towara  true  wor-  way  things  appear.  You're  look- 
ship  of  God.  Thus,  he  boldly  ing  into  my  heart." 
ana  bravely  eliminated  all  God  looks  deeply  and 
forms  of  music  from  his  intently  into  the  heart  of  every- 
chuich's  worship  services.  No  one,  believers  and  n<m-believ- 
praise  songs,  no  hymns.  No  ers  alike.  He  knows  the  content 
preludes  or  postludes.  Not  a  and  foe  intent  of  our  thoughts 


By  Lori  Clendiimini 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 

The  Bamtist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  ana  photographs  of  special  events  ^ 

that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches 

of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  ~  —  _ 

News  subrnitted  for  publication  in  The 

Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit-  ^ A  * 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  1 1-inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  staridardized 
torrns  provided  by  the  newspaper.  All  arti- 
cles  must  be  lecel^  in  writing  no  articles 
will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submiOBd  electronically  Please  make  articles  concise.  Include  are  not  i 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con-  the  who,  wImL  ndiciv  wfcere  details  of  be  used 
tained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e-  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's  either  (a] 
mail  form.  Due  to  increasing  vintf  threats,  address  and  telephone  number.  floppy  d 


and  allphotogra^s  are  subj^  to  crop¬ 
ping.  photographs  must  depict  people. 
No  laixlscape-,  building-,  or  obj^-only 
photographs  will  be  printed.  News  items 
amVor  phr^ographs  can  be  published 
one  time  only.  Deadline  for  submittir>g 
news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested 


Photograph  attachments  are 


Photos  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 


